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♦      ♦      ♦ 

ENVY  THE  JUNK  MAN 

How  I  envy  the  junk  man 
Who  can  collect  and  can  keep 

All  the  junk  he  desires,    . 
In  a  messy  old  heap. 

While  all  the  junk  ( 

My  family  hoards 
Are  in  dresser  drawers 

Or  stored  in  cupboards. 

—Ruth  Rooker. 


'WJJW'J  Jill  4XV1VU  JtU\Jl        W    UJ,Jtpf 

—Harold  Bell. 


i  SPEAK: 


♦       ♦       ♦ 

A  PAEAN 

Dear  Lord,  unto  thee  I  raise 
My  eyes,  imploration  in  my  gaze. 
Give  me  strength,  O  Lord,  always 
Steadfastly  to  blaze 
A  path,  regardless  of  density,  haze. 
Allow  me,  God,  to  continue  to  praise 
Thy  mysterious,  wondrous  ways 
To  the  end  of  my  days. 

— Waltha  Scott. 

Dr.  Sperber's  Lincoln  Discovery 
Worthy  of  Further  Consideration 


I:  of  any  formal  type  at 

I  ever  held  and  that  the 

I  urn"  was  planted.    It  is 

I   obvious  in  a  study  of 

]  sue  of  The  Commercial 

Is  r;  see  chapter  5   (page 

I  )f  my  book.  Of  course,  I 

1   have  knowledge  of  the 

end  paper's  claim  at  the 

I  wrote  the  chapter.  How- 

J  would  still  stick  to  my 

irl    position,    due    to    the 

helming  evidence  offered 

I:  position.   But,  nonethe- 

I  would  have  mentioned  it 

v  ence  on  the  contrary  and 

■'to  the  ever-growing  Lin- 

ij  ary.  Will  it  ever  end? 

to  Cleveland  paper  hardly 

f3Ut  the  Mansfield  claim 

:he  first  public  and  offi- 

idorsement   of  Abraham 

It    for    president    of    the 

\A  States  was  given  him  in 


Mansfield  at  a  county  conven- 
tion held  Nov.  5,  1858." 

As  I  recall  the  wording  of  the 
story  you  read  to  me  over  the 
phone,  there  was  some  claim  to 
The  Commercial  Register  being 
the  first  paper  to  "nominate" 
Lincoln  for  president.  Is  that 
so?  Well,  as  for  that  angle, 
newspaper  historians  say  that 
this  honor  belongs — so  far  as 
known — to  The  Illinois  Gazette 
of  Lacon.  My  authority  is  Philip 
Kinsley,  author  of  "The  Chicago 
Tribune,"  an  authority  who  re- 
searched his  field  most  care- 
fully. However,  even  he  is  in 
doubt.  (See  page  27  of  my 
book;  also  footnote  to  that 
chapter,  where  credit  is  given). 
It  is  my  private  opinion  that 
The  Illinois  Gazette  was  not 
the  first;  as  you  know,  if  a  man 
ran  for  the  state  Legislature  in 


»    Neighbors 


By  George  Clark 


those  times,  he  was  immediately 
hailed  as  a  White  House  pros- 
pect by  some  wildly  enthusias- 
tic editor  of  his  party  who 
wanted  a  favor. 

This  much  I  should  like  to  say 
about  the  piece  in  the  Cleveland 
paper  as  reported  by  Dr.  Sper- 
ber.  I  think  it  should  be  added 
to  the  record  and  is  worthy  of 
study  and  further  investigation, 
but  that  the  time  element 
should  be  taken  into  considera- 
tion when  it  is  weighed  as  evi- 
dence. It  is  strange  that  the 
paper  was  so  long  in  revealing 
the  story.  Editor  Cook  himself, 
a  man  of  rare  ability  in  his 
field,  never  made  any  claim  to 
being  famous  for  the  story,  so 
far  as  I  ever  learned.  He  seems 
to  have  treated  the  thing  as  a 
joke,  a  joke  whose  secrecy  he 
relished.  (See  art,  page  147,  my 
book). 

If  we  can  find  out  something 
about  that  doctor  mentioned,  it 
might  give  the  story  some 
"legs."  I  know  the  Abraham 
Lincoln  Association  will  be  in- 
tensely interested  and  as  soon 
as  you  print  the  story,  I'll  send 
them  a  copy.  I  myself  am  in- 
trigued, for  we  are  all  trying 
to  find  the  truth  about  Lincoln. 
ROBERT  S.  HARPER. 

Columbus. 


The  Contrast 

Many  a  man  who  is  proud  of 
his  right  to  say  what  he 
pleases  wishes  he  had  the  cour- 
age to  do  so.— Pipe  Dreams. 


hat  difference  will  it  make  to  us?  Your  boss  froze 
your  salary  about  12  years  ago." 


CONCERN 

"//  a  man  do  that  which  is 
right." 

Eze.  18:5 

The  old  man  asked,  "Are  you 
right  with  God?"  His  son  to 
the  guest  gave  a  pitying  nod  . .  . 
A  few  weeks  later  the  father  died 
.  .  .  The  distinguished  guest  to 
the  funeral  hied  . . .  And  brought 
a  wreath  for  the  old  man's  bier 
...  He  said,  "I've  come  to  shed 
my  tear  ...  In  all  this  land  he 
stood  alone  . . .  Among  the  many 
whom  I  have  known . . .  Each  too 
busy  in  gaining  his  goal  ...  To 
inquire.about  my  immortal  soul." 
JULIEN  C.  HYER 


or  trie  Treasury  bnycter  io 
boost  the  manufacturers'        Livingston 
excise  tax  on  autos  from  7  per  cent  to  20 
per  cent  and  on  television  and  other  elec- 
trical items  from  10  per  cent  to  25  per  cent 
set  off  a  new  buying  rush. 

The  letup  in  war  tension  has  intensified 
the  trouble  of  Price  Stabilizer  Michael  V. 
DiSalle.  Consumers  are  not  particularly 
price-ceiling  conscious  and  are  so  busy  buy- 
ing that  they  don't  report  violations.  Di- 
Salle needs  hundreds  of  self-constituted  con- 
sumer vigilante  committees  if  he  is  to  suc- 
ceed. 

•  *        • 

BUSINESS  men  are  dubious  too.  Adjust- 
ments are  still  to  be  worked  out.  Thus, 
the  OPS  has  anounced  that  prices  of  men's 
and  women's  clothing,  furniture,  house  fur- 
nishings, and  pots  and  pans  will  be  de- 
frosted. The  new  prices  will  permit  re- 
tailers to  adjust  prices  upward  sufficently 
to  yield  "normal"  profits. 

Labor  difficulties  also  reflect  the  domestic 
letdown.  One  union  has  asked  a  company 
to  disregard  the  Wage  Stabilization  Board 
freeze  and  grant  a  10  per  cent  increase. 
When  the  company  refused  because  of  the 
WSB  order,  the  union  threatened  to  strike. 

The  Wage  Stabilization  Board's  industry 
members  want  to  make  wage  policy  but 
don't  want  to  settle  disputes  between  unions 
and  management.  Yet  when  WSB  freezes 
wages  and  a  union  strikes  for  higher  pay, 
the  Board  has  to  resolve  the  issue. 

Labor  argues  it's  left  out  of  the  defense 
setup,  No  representative  is  on  Charles 
E.  Wilson's  top  staff.  That's  true.  But 
where  could  Wilson  get  a  labor  representa- 
tive? The  CIO  would  want  its  man;  the 
AFL,  its;  John  L.  Lewis,  his. 

•  •        • 

NOT  only  that,  but  a  really  high-rank 
union  official  is  unlikely  to  accept  a 
full-time  job.  A  union  official  is  elected. 
While  he's  away,  somebody  else  mght  get 
the  votes  and  his  job.  In  business  organiza- 
tions, when  a  board  of  directors  grants  a 
top  official  a  leave  of  absence,  usually  his 
job  holds  over. 

As  yet  defense  has  not  really  bitten  into 
the  civilian  economy.  Defense  outlays  run 
to  only  8  per  cent  of  the  country's  output 
of  goods  and  services.  The  pinch  will  begin 
in  April,  when  a  25  per  cent  to  40  per  cent 
cutback  in  steel  for  automobiles  and  electric 
appliances  is  to  take  effect. 

In  'December  and  January,  the  govern- 
ment collected  in  taxes  a  billion  dollars 
more  from  corporations  and  individuals  than 
it  spent.  Such  a  surplus  ought  to  be  de- 
flationary.   Yet  prices  rose. 

The  reason  is  that  banks  have  added  to 
the  nation's  money  supply  more  than  taxes 
have  taken  away.  The  banks  accomplished 
this  through  the  sale  of  government  secur- 
ities to  the  Federal  Reserve  System. 

This  ought  to  warn  the  President.  In- 
flation of  bank  credit  can  undo  his  pay-as- 
we-go  tax  program.  President  Truman  and 
Secretary  Snyder  are  risking  just  that  when 
they  insist  that  the  Federal  Reserve  buy  all 
government  bonds  offered  at  fixed  prices. 
They  make  it  too  easy  for  banks  and  insur- 
ance companies  to  convert  government  se- 
curties  into  cash  and  so  increase  the  supply 
of  money  chasing  a  diminishing  supply  of 
goods. 
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subdutdtfftcc-detnon- 

the  value  of  undcr- 
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0!  in  an  Egyptian 
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Plain  colors  and  classic 

stripes  in  varying  widths. 
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By  HOWARD  THOMPSON* 

Everybody  wants  to  get  into  the  act — the  uniform  municipal 
doing,  they  are  seriously  endangering  its  cha: 
Lausche's  stand  two  years  ago 
hearing  last  week  or 


SPEAKING  OF  POLITICS 


Uniform  Municipal  Court  Act 
Extensions  May  Invite  Veto 


■t  act,  that  is.  B; 
of  becoming  law  in  face  of  Governor 

lar  legislation,  which  he  vetoed. 


r  bill  t 


t  up  1 


uniform  la1 
Ohio's  existing  39  municipa 
courts,  the  State  Judiciary  Com 
mittee  approved  amendments  tc 
create  seven  more  local  courts. 

The  need  for  these  courts  may 
be  there.  But  the  argument  of  the 
Ohio  State  Bar  Association,  which 
is  backing  the  39-court  bill,  is  be- 
ing disregarded  entirely.  It  is: 
Take  no  chances  of  having  Gov- 
ernor Lausche  veto  the  legisla- 
tion again;  get  a  uniform  Jaw  to 
govern  the  39 


Thompson 
municipal 

they  are  not  needed 

desired.   Under  present  conditions 

of  the  smaller 


only  a   small   part   of 
the  year. 
"The  establishment  of  munic 
irts  in  those  areas  and  the 
pansion  ot  the  jurisdiction  of  other 
licipal  courts  will  tend  further 
•educe  the  volume  of  work 
common    pleas    courts   where 
,■    are    situated-    Moreover, 
Id    impose   new  and   unnec 
/    financial    obligations    upon 
loci  I   government." 

The  latter  argument  is  on< 
_  wernor  has  used  many  times  and 
could  play  a  major  part  ir 
consideration  of  legislation  that 
broaden  the  uniform  1 


FOR    IMPROVED 

KIDNEY 
FUNCTION 
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Dems  File— Thanks 
To  a  Republican 


UriISTON,  O..  Feb.  11.— 
WHlritnn  DemeeruK  have  an  en- 
tiro  slate  of  candidates  quali- 
fied fur  the  primary — thanks  lo 
a   Republican. 

Hnrry  Willurd,  GOP  city  so- 
licit nr  r.-inillcluli',  nntir-nl  while 
tiling  his  own  petition  that 
othnr  filing  lees  had  not  been 
entirely  paid,  since  the  Legisla- 
ture increased  filing  fees  two 
loan  ago.    Ho  notified   Demo- 

rnitle  Mavor  Floyd  Hnllberg  of 
tin-  oversight  and  tile  fee*  were 
paid  promptly. 

'■[  could  have  overlooked  It 
but  that  didn't  seem  right,"  Wil- 
lard  explained,  "If  some  people 
want  to  vote  for  Democratic 
n.iini  ilmen  they  should  have 
fhiit  iirivllfqe.  Anyivny.  Repiih- 
liriins  nill   iiirt  "U  t h ■■  i r  m>  rits." 


ED    SULLIVAN    SAYS; 

FOR  TOP 
VALUE 

SEE  THE 

*Ioasi  of  the  Town' 


TheyT* 
...the 

town.  And  no  1 

.  of  the  Town"  Safe  Buy  Used 

Cars  are  carefully  selected  .  .  . 

most  important,   they're  guar- 
antied! bee  them  today! 

ON  SALE  NOW  AT  YOUR 
DEALERS 

BEXLEY  MERCURY,  INC. 

-2135  E.  Main  St. 

CITY  MOTORS,  INC. 

261    E.  Broad  St. 

OHIO  MOTORS,  INC. 

1037  N.  High  St. 


By  DR.  HANS  SPERBER 

Two  years  to  the  day  before  Abraham  Lincoln 
elected  President,  an  Ohio  paper.  The  Sandusky  Commercial 
Register,  carried  the  following  paragraph: 


26  in  Cambridge 
:ile  for  Primary 

CAMBRIDGE,  O.,  Feb.  11- 
Eightcen  Republicans  and  eight 
Democrats  have  filed  for  the  pri- 
mary here,  including  lour  in  th< 
nmi"ir."dty   race. 

Miles  Stevens  incumbent:  Rus> 
sell  B.  Diehl  and  Frank  S.  An 
diews,  all  Republicans,  and  Dem 
ocrat  Clell  W.  Conrad  are  seek- 
ing the  mayoralty  bids.  W.  Clark 
"urrell    and    Thomas    R.    Lloyd 

rth    Republicans,    filed    for    th( 

ty  solicitor  nomination.  No  Dem 

:rat  filed  for  the  office. 

Fred  L.  Soars  and  Charles  Van 
Horn,  Republicans,  and  Mcrvin  H. 
Lester,  Democrat,  have  filed  for 
nrcsKlcnt  of  council.  City  Auditor 
Richard  W.  Miller  and  City  Trees- 

;r  Frank  A.  Carter  will  run  foi 
election  on  the  Republicar 
ket  while  Democrat  Arthur  E 

allacc  is  unopposed  in  his  can 
didacy  for  the  city  auditor  nomi 


papers 


4  Eye  Middleport 
Mayoralty  Bid 


MIDriLEPORT.  O..  Feb.  11. 
Three  Republicans  and  one  Demo 
have  filed  petitions  for  vi! 
mayor  in  the  May  pri 
They  are  Incumbent  Sidney  T. 
Russell,  A-  A.  Scarberry  and  Clin- 
ton Fisher,  Republicans,  and  El 
mer  Loaper,  Democrat. 

Filing  for  clerk  were  Gene 
Grale  and  Charles  O.  Murray,  in- 
cumbent, both  Rcpublitnns.  Pres- 
ent council  members  filing  their 
candidacy  intentions  were  David 
O.  Jenkins,  John  W.  Zorkle, 
Wayne  Gibbons,  Frank  Vroman, 
Joe  Young,  jr.,  and  Horton  Brown, 
Also  filing  was  Jacob  Turner. 
Republicans. 


Noblift  Appointed 
Galena  Principal 

DELAWARE,    O.,    Feb.    11. 

Paul  Noblitt  of  Columbus  has 
been  hired  by  the  Eic,  Walnut 
School  Board  as  principal  for  the 
junior  high  and  grade  school  at 
Galena.  He  will  take  over  thi 
work  Monday.  Mr.  Noblitt  wa 
principal    of    the    Galena    gradi 

Hylen  Souders,  who  has  been 
principal  of  the  Galena  school,  will 
become  principal  of  Big  Walnut 
High  School.  He  fills  the  vacancy 
left  by  the  resignation  o"  " 
Skomp,  who  is  entering  bu: 
Cleveland. 


1  of  i 


1  plei 


bill  beyond  the  limits  proposed  in 
„„  bill  as  introduced  by  Sen. 
George  B.  Marshall  (R-Columbus). 

Pressure  for  Shift 

Some  pressure  is  being  put  on 
members  of  the  Legislature  to  re- 
turn   the    Bureau    of    Motor    Ve- 
hicles   from    jurisdiction    of    the 
State  Highway  Department  to  the 
secretary    of    state's    office.     It 
s  from  some  county  chairmen 
back  hfime. 
There  is  considerable  patronage 
the  appointments  of  deputies  to 
sue   motor   vehicle   license  plates 
and  drivers'  licenses. 

Such  a  tranfer  would  take  away 

records    from    a    department    of 

which  the  State  Highway  Patrol, 

valuable  cog  in  enforcement  of 

ate  auto  and  traffic  laws,  is  a 

Seek   New  Title 

County  prosecutors  apparently 
put  enough  pressure  on  members 
of  the  House  last  week  to  get  ap- 
proval of  a  bill  that  does  not  fit 
into  the  pattern  on  which  Ohio 
government  is  built.  It  would 
change  the  title  of  "pros ecut inc. 
attorney"  to  "district  attorney." 

The  next  subdivision  after  state 
_  Ohio  is  district,  then  county 
township,  cities  and  village!.   Dis- 

"  i  are  used  in  the  election  of 
congressmen,  court  of  appeals 
judges  and  state  senators. 

Prosecuting  attorneys  are  not 
the  legal  advisers  for  districts. 
They  are  attorneys  for  the  coun- 
ties—a part  of  districts. 

In  opposing  attempts  to  change 
the  bill,  sponsors  kept  insistinc  Uv 
county  prosecutors  want  "district 
attorney"  or  nothing. 

The  bill  still  has  to  clear  the 
hurdles  in  the  Senate. 

DOMF-WISE —  Franklin  Coun- 


made  an  Impression  with  the 
j^d  he  did  in  revising  the  Senate 
version  of  the  motor  vehicle  li- 
cense bill.  His  plan,  providing  for 
licenses  for  the  next  three  years, 
Wk  the  Republicans  off  the  hook 
they  were  on  as  result  of  the 
Senate-approved  bill. 

State  business  is  cutting  in  or 
the  law  firm  of  Jenkins,  Schuess- 
ier,  Wendt  and  Gill.  Joseph  Gill 
was  taken  by  Attorney  General  C. 
William  O'Neill  to  be  his  first  as- 
sistant. Last  week,  Governor 
1  ur  .-!e  appointed  E.  G.  Schuess- 
ler  a'member  of  the  State  Liquor 


Bankers'  Meeting 
To  Attract  800 

More  than  800  banks  from  Ohio 
and  large   financial   centers 
side  the  state  are  expected  t 

tend  the  annual  mid-winter  n 
ins  of  the  Ohio  Bankers  Ass 
tion  today  at  the  Neil  House. 
Principal  speakers  for  the 
■  i  'V  meeting  will  be  James  E.  Shel- 
ton  of  Los  Angeles,  president  of 
"  ■  American  Rankers  Association 
-"•rich  Rirkev,  executive  vici 
president    of    the    Pittsburgh    Pi 

Seward  D.  Schooler,  president 
ol  the  Cochocton  National  Bank, 
is  president  of  the  Ohio  associa- 
tion and  will  have  charge  of  the 
meeting. 

'  'tlier  officers  of  nie  n.sociation 
are  Russell  S.  Weatherwax  or 
MiddletowD,  vice  president;  Paul 
M.  Jones  of  Medina,  chairman,  and 
Sterling  B.  Cramer  of  Cincinnati, 


ociation  headquarters  ai 
High  SL  and  David  M.  Auch 
cutive  manager  and  Belford 


MANSFIELD  DOCTOR  IS  REVEALED 
INSPIRING  LINCOLN  BOOM  IN  '58 


E?i 


W.FYu'VI.'nV.i.L    l'r""|."'-T 


"Hither  The  Miinsfielrl  11.  i..lrl 
,i  Sandusky  Register  published 
Die  fact  the  day  after,  and  we 
mil  thank  these  papers  to  look 
up  the  record." 

To  this  appeal  the  Register  re- 
spoofed  on  Nov.  26,  with  the  fo]- 


■    irwl.'t 


i  Irlend  In  Mnnsllrld  tor  the  jnllnwlng 


special  dispatch:  Mansfield    Nov    5    1858. 

"Editor  Sandusky  Register:  ,;*.,. 

"An  mthiiMiiMie  riieitjiii    iv  m  |in.^r.  'i  Ier.'  t»nii;itt   In  1.HDI 
ol  Lincoln   for  the   Best   Republican  candidate  for  l'realdent. 


as  far  as  we  know,  the 
ince  in  which  Abraham 
,-as  publicly  named  as  a 
al  possibility.  We  know, 
a  few  days  later,  news- 
i  Illinois  and  elsewhere 
aoing  the  Ohio  demand, 
the  ball  kept  rolling  un- 
til finally  Lincoln  received  the  of- 
ficial Republican  nomination  at 
Chicago.  May  18.  1860. 

Incidentally,  even  at  that  mom- 
itous    occasion    Ohio    was    very 
much  in  the  foreground.  The  de- 
break  occurred  when   lour 
delegates     changed     their 
from  the  Chase  to  the  Lin- 
coln column. 

These  facts  arc  generally 
known  and  recognized,  hut  one  in- 
teresting point  remains  to  be 
cleared  up.  The  claim  of  the  San- 
dusky Register  to  the  honor  of 
having  fired  the  "first  gun  for 
Lincoln."  as  the  contemporan 
wild  have  said,  stands  to  It 
ay  unchallenged.  But  wheth 
the  alleged  meeting  at  Mansfield 
took  place  has  been  doubted, 
on  the  surface  of  it,  with 
very  good  reasons. 
WAS  ITEM  A  HOAX? 
Only  a  few  days  later,  on  Nov 
the  Register  received  a  com- 
munication from  Mansfield  in 
which  it  was  denied  that  such  a 
meeting  had  taken  place.  The  is- 
sue in  which  the  Register  pub- 
light,  but  what  it  contained  if 
known  by  a  paragraph  of  Nov.  10 
in  the  OHIO  STATE  JOURNAL— 
then  in  its  forty-eighth  year  of 
service  to  the  public.  It  reads: 
"Some  acamp  telegraphed  to 
the  Sandusky  Register  from 
Mansfield  on  the  fifth  Inst,  that 
an  enthusiastic  meeting  at  that 
place  had  nominated  Abe  Lin- 
coln for  the  presidency  In  1860. 
No  such  meeting  was  held,  and 
a  letter  to  the  Register  of  the 
ninth  Inst,  from  Mansfield  says 
that  the  Republicans  there  "re- 
gard alt  action  In  favor  of  any 


launch  a  rival  Republican  candi 
date. 

On  the  other  hand,  Professor 
Earl  W.  Wiley  of  Ohio  State  Uni- 
ty, who  in  an  able  paper  re- 
cently published  in  The  Lincoln 
Herald  reviews  the  whole  questi 
of  Ohio  preconvention  support  for 
Lincoln,  is  ot  opinion  that  "the 
prelude  of  the  1860  Llncoln-for- 
president  boom  in  Ohio  was  a* 
brazen  a  hoax  as  political  history 
records."     He  even  points  '"" 


.li.Lite 


Reput 
presidency  as  prc- 


the  following  day  The  Mans- 
Herald  chimed  in  with  the 
t  Mansfield  Repub- 
licans were  generally  in  favor  of 
Ohio's  favorite  son,  Salmon  P. 
Chase.  At  the  same  time.  th€ 
paper  expressed  sarcastically  it< 
astonishment  that  any  "enthusias- 
tic meetings"  could  be  held  al 
Mansfield  without  anybody's  hear- 
ing of  iL 
LONG  DEBATED  ISSUE 

Since  then,  the  question  of  the 
authenticity  has  remained  unde- 
cided. Some  Lincoln  scholars  have 
unwilling  to  attach  too  much 
weight  to  Die  denials.  The  pape: 
which  they  appeared  were  mo: 
less  favorable  to  Gove  en  i 
Chase,  and  it  would  be  natural  ft 
dit  any  attempt  i 


lan  who  might  < 

..ivahly  have  engi-nder.d  me  y 

namely.    David    Ross   Locke,   < 

the  period  in  question  wa 

■spaper  man  in  Mansfield  and 

neighboring    towns. 

readily  imagine  that  the 
political  struggles  of  this  environ- 
ment furnished  Mr.  Locke  with 
that  intimate  knowledge  of  office- 
seekers  and  crossroad  politicians 
that  later  enabled  him  to  create 
the  character  of  Petroleum  Vesib 
Nasby,  perhaps  th"  most  out- 
standing exponent  of  the  vitrolic 
subdivision  of  American  humor. 
NEW  LIGHT  ON  CASE 

During    the    last    few    years, 
have   been   engaged   in   the   col 
pilation  of  a  Dictionary  of  Amer- 
Politics.     In  tracing  a  polit- 
expression  or  slogan  t 
origin,  it  becomes,  of  course, 
essary    to    dig    deeply    into 
pamphlets  ami  newspapers,  often 
failing  to  find  the  particular  tiling 
looking  for,  but  discovering 
little  known  items  of  cultural  and 
historical   interest.     Thus,   in  t" 
pursuit  of  such  an  invesli^.ilion 
the    Newspaper    Library    of    t 
Ohio  State  Museum,  I  ran  into 
paragraph  that  seei 
to  throw  new  light  on  the  moot 
question  of  the  Mansfield  Lincoln 
ting. 

i  an  article  called  "Patent 
Rights,"  The  Cleveland  Herald  of 
Nov.  23,  1860,  quotes  The  Chicago 
Journal,  as  poking  fun  al 
many   who,    after   Lincoln's 

claimed  to  have  been  the 
first  to  promote  his  candidacy. 
'These  gentlemen,"  says  the 
iriter.  "should  be  rewarded  with 
nothing  less  than  appointments 
the  patent  office  on  the  ground 
of  being  first  discoverers." 

To  this,  the  Cleveland  paper 
adds  the  following  remark  of  its 

"The  Journal  is  «  good  deal 
more  than  half  right  in  this 
statement.  But  we  must  enter 
a  caveat  in  favor  of  some  ot  our 
Mansfield  friend's  title  to  the 
fir>t  nomination  ot  Mr.  Llnroln. 

"It  was  just  after  Douglas,  In 


the  huttle — t!i„t  a  few  It.  |.uoli- 
cans,  Dr.  Catltn.  now  ol  Elyrla. 
among     their     number,     held    a 


*r»n  tho  Ctrl  of  November, 
IS8  the  meeting  In  question 
•  a-    lii-ld,    and    a    dispatch    an- 


■•  morning  of 


..  Thut. 


In  1860. 
"\  counter  dispatch  was  sent 
(r.ir  Mansfield  on  the  6th,  deny- 
ing the  holding  of  Hie  meeting. 
Put  n  meeting  was  held,  though 
It  may  not  have  been,  and  wo 


"A  Findlay  correspondent  of 
Th.  Cincinnati  Gazette,  on  the 
6th  of  November,  also  named 
Mr.  Lincoln  for  President,  hav- 

Ine  nu  knowledge  of  the  Miins- 
field    affair.    Roth    were    doubt- 
less original.   Wo   do   not,   bow- 
aver,    attach    anv    sprrhl    im- 
portance to  eJthei 
In  view  of  these 
leans  very  likely  that,  under  ' 
mpression  of  Douglas'  close  » 
ory  in  the  senatorial  contest- 
rictory    that    In    the    opinion 
•very  Republican  had  been  « 
by  unfair    methods^— a    group    of 
Lincoln  admirers  in  Mansfield 
sembled  at  the  Wiler  House  ( 

Idcr  House,  as  The  Cleveland 
Herald  calls  it)    and  decided 
s  the  most  of  Lincoln's  newly 
national    repute    by    naming 
for  the  presidency.  Not  being 
to  count  on  the  support  of 
■■<■•      ■    ■.'.    Republican    paper    pre- 
sumably, they  decided  to  announct 
their   endorsement    in    an    organ 
which  was  not  yet  committed  b 
a  particular  candidate. 
LETTERS  ARE  SOUGHT 

At  the  same  time  this  gav. 
them  the  possibility  of  making 
their  meeting  appear  much  bigger 
than  it  was.  If  they  had  restricted 
themselves  to  Mansfield  publicity, 
they  could  never  have  called  an 
'.■  meeting"  what  was 
In  reality  a  consultation  among  a 
lew  respectable  citizens.  They 
rliiutitless  were  aware  of  the  prob- 
ability that  this  method  would 
provoke  later  denials,  but  evident- 
ly they  calculated  correctly  thai 
hy  the-  time  those  denials  cam* 
their  story  would  have  served  it; 
purple  in  as  far  as  other  paper; 
would  have  taken  up  the  cry  ol 
"Lincoln  for  President." 

While    this    fresh     information 
Holt    the  Cleveland  paper 
to  settle  the  question,  it  also  holds 
out  the  hope  that  we  might  find 
more  pertinent  material,  if  It 
at   all    possible,    to    learn    mi 
about  Dr.  Catlin  of  Mansfield  a 
later  ol  Elyria.  Ohio.     A  call  Is 
here  issued  to  everybody  named 
Cauin.    as   well   as    to    whomever 
else  it  may  concern,  to  come  forth 
with_all    information    they    may 


Note   50th   Anniversary 

LONDON,  O.,  Feb.  11.— (Spl.l— 
Mr-  and  Mrs.  Harvey  F.  Goings 

celebrated  their  fiftieth  wedding 
anniversary  here  today.  A  high 
mass  in  st.  Patrick's  Church  was 
followed  Dy  a  breakiast  for  mem- 
bers of  the  immediate  families. 
This  afternoon  the  couple  held 
house  at  their  home. 
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prom-goer  or 
bridesmaid's  -frock 
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Wear  it  strapless  tn  the 
big  spring-  dance.  You'll 
adore  the  way  it  belittles 
your  middle,  with  its 
crushed  satin  waist  whit- 
tier.  Bouffant  marqui- 
sette falls  in  crisp  folds 
that  stand  out  over  the 
stiffened  taffeta  under- 
skirt. Brides  choose  it 
for  their  attendants,  with 
its  becomingly  demure 
cape  with  satin  bow. 
Pink,  aqua.  Sizes  10  to 
14.  Other  pastels  may  be 
ordered.  Formal  Shop, 
Second  Floor  North. 


Monday  Store  Hours 
12:30  to  9 


first  known  sponsor  of  Lincoln's 
esidential  candidacy. 
It  would  be  particularly  gratify- 
ing if  it  were  possible  to  lay  hands 
his    correspondence    or   other 
ten  records.     The  hope  that 
e  material  of  this  sort  might 
still  be  in  existence  is  by  no  means 
unreasonable  one.     These  old 
gentlemen  were  fond  of  writing 
"  "he  attics  of  Ohio  are  full  of 
papers  that  might  well  deserve  to 
i  brought  to  light. 
Even  if  this  call  should  lead  to 


established  that,  contrary  to  the 
opinion  of  doubters,  the  city  of 
Mansfield  was  essentially  justi- 
fied when  in  1925  It  erected  a 
tablet  stating  that: 

public  and  official 
of  Abraham  Lin- 
uididate  for  Presi- 
UnitoJ   Slrttci  nas    ' 


reu.nl>    i 


\Vhile  this  n 
a  place  in  a  public  square,  it  would 
be  no  less  proper  if  the  house  at, 
35  N.  Main  St.,  where  the  old 
Wiler  Inn  was  located,  were  given, 
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-Here  shall  the  Press  the  People's  right  maintain 


AS  LINCOLN  VIEWED  AMERICA'S  STRENGTH 


The  Voice  of  o  Sage 
In  Our  Great  Emergency 


HERBERT  HOOVER'S  most  recent  radio 
address  urging  revision  of  our  foreign 
policies  Is  so  thoroughly  reasonable  and 
realistic  that  it  should  give  pause  both  to 
those  who  would  rush  pell-mell  Into  Europe 
with  divisions  of  American  ground  troops 
and  to  those  who  have  thought  that  we 
were  so  far  committed  to  furnish  troops 
that,  right  or  wrong,  we  cannot  now  avoid 
doing  bo. 

As  he  so  clearly  stated,  Mr.  Hoover  pro- 
posed no  repudiation  of  treaties  or  obliga- 
tions, rather  he  proposed  that  those 
pledges  be  kept,  but  that  before  "we  go  off 
the  deep  end"  by  dispatching  vast  land 
armies  to  Europe  we  stop,  look  and  listen 
with  regard  to  the  consequences.  To  en- 
gage in  the  sort  of  land  war  that  Stalin 
would    prefer,    would.    In    Mr.    Hoover's 

;  opinion,  risk  the  loss  of  all  civilization. 
There  are  those  who  start  tearing  their 
hair  and  crying  to  high  heaven  whenever 
anyone  assails  or  even  questions  the  for- 
eign policy  as  set  forth  by  the  State  De- 
partment and  the  administration,  what- 
ever It  may  be  at  any  given  moment.  This 
assumes  that  whatever  the  State  Depart- 
ment or  the  administration  declares  is  by 
that  very  fact  best  for  the  nation  and  de- 
void of  all  possibility  of  human  error.  Mr. 
Hoover  said  what  very  much  needs  to  be 
said  and  to  be  bome  In  mind  at  all  times: 

,  "There  «  nothing  sacrosanct  about  foreign 
policies,  as  witness  the  tombstones  which 
have  been-  erected  over  many  of  them  in 
the  last  10  years." 

It  ts  Mr.  Hoover's  thesls-and  he  urges 
It  upon  us  all  for  our  deepest  and  most 
conscientious  consideration -that  by  send- 
ing large  numbers  of  divisions  of  ground 
troops  to  either  Europe  or  Asia,  we  will 
merely  be  dissipating  our  strength  and 
destroying  ourselves,  gaining  nothing,  per- 
haps losing  everything,  To  send  only  a  few 
divisions,  he  declares,  will  not  be  enough. 
He  would  appear  to  be  answering  Gen. 
Elsenhower's  plea  for  the  dispatch  of 
ground  troops  at  an  early  date  for  their 
"psychological  effect"  when  he  says: 
"There  are  those  who  think  we  should 
eend  more  divisions  to  Europe  for  their 
encouragement  even  before  there  is  an 
attack.  To  them,  /  urge  watchful  waiting 
until  much  more  military  strength  has 
been  developed  by   Eu'npc    cr.ld  ?fcrrc,  i.i 


more   evidence    that    they    have    resolved 
their  disunities." 

Mr.  Hoover  urges  that  we  develop  our 
air  and  naval  strength  to  a  greater  degree 
than   anything   that   has   been   seen   any- 


■  up  t 


strength  be  used  to  strike  Russia  If  It 
strikes  western  Europe  and  that  we  supply 
munitions  to  those  nations  of  Europe  which 
do  their  utmost  to  defend  themselves. 

At  the  same  time  he  urges  that  we  re- 
duce our  national  expenditures  in  non- 
military  fields  to  avoid  economic  disaster. 
He  points  out  that  the  proposed  Truman 
budget  of  $71,600,000,000,  plus  the  cost  of 
state  and  local  governments,  amount  to  37 
per  cent  of  our  national  Income,  which  "Is 
beyond  the  long  endurance  ol  any  nation 
and  fatal  to  the  preservation  of  a  system 
of  free  men."  To  finance  vast  land  armies 
to  be  used  In  Europe  would  mean  an  in- 
crease instead  of  a  decrease  in  spending. 

Mr.  Hoover  also  correctly  points  to  the 
fact  that  this  great  Increased  burden  of 
government  financing  will  fall  on  the 
people  with  smaller  incomes,  for  "if  all 
personal  incomes  above  the  level  of  a 
United  States  senator  were  confiscated  It 
would  yield  only  52,500,000,000  of  addi- 
tional revenues."  The  rest  would  have  to 
come  from  the  folks  receiving  the  most 
modest  wages  and  salaries,  both  in  income 
taxes  and  excises  on  the  goods  they  must 

When  Gen.  Eisenhower,  or  Secretary 
Acheson,  or  Secretary  Marshall,  or  Secre- 
tary Snyder  go  before  Congress  or  speak 
to  the  nation,  they  present  only  some 
Isolated  segment  of  the  great  question  be- 
fore the  world  today,  yet  there  are  many 
related  problems.  Mr.  Hoover  has  covered 
the  whole  range  of  problems,  calmly  and 
keenly,  in  his  latest  speech.  He  speaks  out 
of  long  experience  with  world  problems, 
experience  in  the  most  practical  sense.  He 
looks  out  across  the  years  as  to  the  long- 
range  effect  of  the  problems  and  counsels 
against  acting  rashly.  And  he  brings  the 
consequences  right  down  to  the  individual 
American  cltjzen. 

It  was  his  recent  counselling  that  s£t  off 
the  "great  debate."  It  has  caused  a  search- 
ing of  souls  here  In  America  and  in  the 
countries  of  Western  Europe  and  many  re- 
visions In  policy.  Let  us  hope  that  his  voice 
will  be  further  heeded  and  that  we  will 
look  brforc  we  leap. 


fe'lALL   THE    ARMIES   OF    EUROPE,  ASIA  AND 
^  AFRICA    COM&INEP,  WITH    ALL     THE 
5,  TREASURE    OF  THE     EARTH   (OUR    OWN 

r\^   EXCEPTEP)  IN  THEIR    MILITARY  CHEST,  WITH  jf 
\%   A   BONAPARTE    FOR   A  COMMANDER  ,COULP 
't  WT  BV   FORCE  TAKE  A  DRINK  FROM   THE 
k  OHIO    OR  MAKE   A    TRACK    ON    THE 
S  BLUE  RlP&E     IN    A   TRIAL    OF  A  THOUSANP  f\ 
S  YEARS7'  "rH™4  liwSSi  nStwIBM 


The   .Morning    After 

Clyde  Moore 
Says: 


Poetry  and  Rhyme 


Lincoln  Lore  Never  Exhausted 


AGAIN  today  the  nation  pays  tribute  to 
the  memory  of  Abraham  Lincoln.  Bom 
142  years  ago  In  poverty  and  backwoods 
obscurity,  ever  a  man  of  humility,  never 
understood  or  folly  appreciated  until  the 
decades  gave  ,the  full  perspective  of  his 
true  greatness,  he  managed  In  the  56 
eventful  years  of  life  to  leave  a  record  of 
achievement  which  stands  unsurpassed. 

His  life  has  fired  the  imaginations  and 
challenged  the  minds  of  historians,  schol- 
ars, dramatists,  biographers,  and  students 
alike.  It  has  provided  a  continuing  and 
ever  growing  inspiration  for  millions. 

This  modern  age,  with  , all  Its  excite- 
ments and  distractions,  realism  and  Idol 
smashing,  finds  Lincoln  still  enshrined  in 
the  hearts  of  the  people.  HJs  wise  coun- 
sel, his  humanity,  his  charity,  his  wisdom, 
expressed  in  such  simple  words,  his  years 
of  travail,  his  courageous  leadership  when 
his  enemies  seemed  to  far  outnumber  his 
friends,  his  patience,  and  his  triumphs 
over  handicaps  stand  out  with  sublime 
clarity. 

Because  of  the  undiminished  interest 
and  the  unsated  eagerness  to  learn  more, 
there  is  a  constant  search  for  new  and 
unknown  Lincolniana.  The  astonishing 
fact  Is  that  these  prospectors  are  success- 
ful. Within  the  past  week  Robert  S. 
Harper's    "Lincoln    and    the    Press"    was 

TODAY'S  TALK 


published.  It  presented  a  detailed  and 
exhaustive  study  of  the  relations  of  Lin- 
coln with  the  newspapers  during  his  po- 
litical career. 

Elsewhere  in  The  Ohio  State  Journal 
today  there  Is  published  an  article  by  Dr. 
Hans  Sperber  of  Columbus,  which  should 
set  the  Lincoln  enthusiasts  off  on  another 
exploit,  It  deala  with  the  highly,  contro- 
versial claim  of  Mansfield.  O,  as  being 
the  first  place  In  which  a  "Llncoln-for- 
President"  meeting  was  held. 

This  is  an  important  lead,  as  it  reveals 
for  the  first  time  the  name  of  one  of 
the  men  who  participated  in  the  meeting, 
a  "Dr.  Catlin."  While  at  this  moment  Dr. 
Catlin  remains  unidentified,  the  Historical 
Societies  of  Richland  and  Lorain  Counties 
ani*  all  others  who  may  be  Interested  can 
be  of  help  In  running  down  this  clue  and 
helping  to  identify  Dr.  Catlin.  It  would 
be  of  far-reaching  significance,  If  the 
story  in  The  Sandusky  Commercial  Reg- 
ister, of  Nov.  6,  1S58,  which  told  of  the 
Lincoln  meeting,  and  in  recent  years  gen- 
erally regarded  as  a  hoax,  were  confirmed. 

All  of  which  goes  to  emphasize  the  fact 
that  there  Is  always  something  new  to 
be  learned  about  the  astonishing  and  un- 
paralleled "Man  for  the  Ages,"  whose 
wisdom  and  leadership  would  be  a  com- 
fort to  us  today. 


HE  WHISTLED 

He  whistled  in  the  morning 
Even  when  skies  were  gray. 

He  whistled  when  his  heart  was  sad, 
To  while  his  cares  away. 

He  whistled,  so  they  tell  me, 

When  just  a  little  lad, 
And,  when  he  had  grown  very  old, 

He  whistled  of  joys  he'd  had. 

Although  his  chair  is  empty, 

His  whistle,  sweet  and  clear, 
Comes  on  a  breeze  from  heaven— 
And  we  can  hear  it  here. 

— Arta  Nottingham  Chappiir. 
♦        ♦        ♦ 

SORROW'S  GIFT 

Where  joy  had  been  reigning  before. 

It  claimed  its  own,  joy's  beauty-throne, 

And  threatened  to  stay  « 


But.  when  it  had  ended  its  visit, 

It  left  a  memento  behind: 
A  nugget  of  gold,  with  value  untold, 

To  show  that  its  spirit  was  kind. 

—Rev.  John  A.  Stover 


find. 


DEAR,  WILL  YOU  BE— 

No  matter  what  the  day, 
No  matter  what  I  say, 

My  intentions  are  sincere. 

I  have  no  desire,  my  dear. 
When  in  a  sharp  voice  I  blurt — 
I  never  aim,  my  dear,  to  hurt. 

Dear,  will  you  keep  this  in  your  mind 

Trust  me,  greater  peace  you 
My  love  for  you  never  falters. 
To  hold  it  you  need  no  halter. 

Dear,  will  you  be  my  Valentine? 

Not  just  today,  but  for  all  time. 

— Joseph  Albion  Joyce,  Ji 
♦       ♦       ♦ 

ENVY  THE  JUNK  MAN 

How  I  envy  the  junk  man 
Who  can  collect  and  can  keep 

All  the  junk  he  desires, 
In  a  messy  old  heap. 


While  all  the  junk 
My  family  hoards 

Are  in  dresser  drawers 
Or  stored  in  cupboards. 

— Ruth  Rooker. 


OUR  READERS  SPEAK: 


Edited  by 
WALTER  E.  CARLISLE 
I  LOVE  A  SUNSET 

There  are  sunsets  red  and  sunsets  gold 
And  sunsets  in  colors  manifold. 
Sometimes  the  sun  sets  in  haze  of  blue, 
Then  in  sky  of  gray  less  colors  gay. 
It  makes  me  sad  when  clouds  hide  the  view, 
For  I  love  sunsets  of  whatever  hue. 

There  are  sunsets  low  and  sunsets  high 
Marked  by  earth's  reach  to  meet  the  sky. 
Sun  sinks  on  mountain,  skirts  the  lea. 
It  rides  the  plain  or  rolling  main. 
Watching  a  sunset  fills  my  heart  with  glee 
For  I  love  a  sunset  wherever  it  be. 

—Harold  Bell. 
♦        ♦        ♦ 

A  PAEAN 

Dear  Lord,  unto  thee  I  raise 
My  eyes,  imploration  in  my  gaze. 
Give  me  strength.  O  Lord,  always 
Steadfastly  to  blaze 
A  path,  regardless  of  density,  haze. 
Allow  me,  God.  to  continue  to  praise 
Thy  mysterious,  wondrous  ways 
To  the  end  of  my  days. 

— Waltha  Scott. 

Dr.   Sperber's   Lincoln   Discovery 
Worthy  of  Further  Consideration 


Much   Lear 
Is  Sure   For 


ng,  Little  Lifting, 
nula  for  Failure 


FRIEND  of  r 


By  GEORGE  MATTHEW  ADAMS 

e  that     and  leaners,  among  individuals  ; 


Editcr  Ohio  State  Journal: 

THIS  is  to  continue  our  con- 
versation about  the  findings 
of  Dr.  Hans  Sperber  in  the 
.Mnn-ii--].i-Lineoln  meeting  mat- 
ter. First  of  all,  I  should  like  to 
point  out  a  fact,  probably  ob- 
vious; Dr.  Sperber,  a  professor 
in  the  language  department  of 
Ohio  State  University,  Is  one  of 
our  most  distinguished  German 
scholars,  a  man  most  thorough 
in  his  research  and  careful  in 
his  methods.  It  was  my  pleas- 
ure to  work  with  him  some 
months  ago  when  he  was  doing 
something  on  the  use  of  the 
word  "copperhead."  He  per- 
mitted me  to  use  his  findings 
and  I  have  given  him  full  credit 
in  footnote  number  34,  chapter 
14,  of  my  book,  "Lincoln  and  the 
Press."  As  you  will  notice,  The 
Ohio  State  Journal  was  a  pio- 
neer in  adopting  the  word  for 


'■i.'l.-i-a 


of  any  formal  type  at 
ever  held  and  that  the 
'  was  planted.  It  is 
ivious  in  a  study  of 
that  issue  of  The  Commercial 
Register:  see  chapter  5  (page 
30-?4i  of  my  book.  Of  course,  I 
did  not  have  knowledge  of  the 
Cleveland  paper's  claim  at  the 
time  I  wrote  the  chapter.  How- 
ever, I  would  still  stick  to  my 
original  position,  due  to  the 
overwhelming  evidence  offered 
on  that  position.  But,  nonethe- 
less, I  would  have  mentioned  it 
as  ,'vide.nce  on  the  contrary  and 
to  add  to  the  ever-growing  Lin- 
coln story.  Will  it  ever  end? 

The  Cleveland  paper  hardly 
bears  out  Die  Mansfield  clflim 
that  "the  first  public  and  offi- 
cial endorsement  of 
Lincoln  for  president 
Uniled  States  was  given 


M.insiVid    at    n    countj    conven- 
tion held  Nov.  5,  1858." 

As  I  recall  the  wording  of  the 
story  you  read  to  me  over  the 
phone,  there  was  some  claim  to 
The  Commercial  Register  being 
the  first  paper  to  "nominate" 
Lincoln  for  president.  Is  that 
so?  Well,  as  for  that  angle, 
newspaper  historians  say  that 
this  honor  belongs— so  far  as 
known— to  The  Illinois  Gazette 
of  Lacon.  Mv  authority  is  Philip 
Kinsley,  author  of  "The  Chicago 
Tribune,"  an  authority  who  re- 
searched his  field  most  care- 
fully. However,  even  he  is  in 
doubt.  (Sec  page  27  of  my 
book :  also  footnote  to  that 
chapter,  where  credit  is  given). 
It  is  my  private  opinion  that 
The  Illinois  Gazette  was  not 
the  first;  as  you  know,  if  a  man 
ran  for  the  state  Legislature  in 


ihose  limes,  he  was  immediately 
hailed  as  a  White  House  pros- 
pect by  some  wildly  enthusias- 
tic editor  of  his  party  who 
wanted  a  favor. 

This  much  I  should  like  to  say 
about  the  piece  in  the  Cleveland 
paper  as  reported  by  Dr.  Sper- 
ber. I  think  it  should  be  added 
to  the  record  and  is  worthy  of 
study  and  further  investigation, 
but  that  the  time  element 
should  be  taken  into  considera- 
tion when  it  is  weighed  as  evi- 
dence. It  is  strange  that  the 
paper  was  so  long  in  revealing 
the  story.  Editor  Cook  himself, 
a  man  of  rare  ability  in  his 
field,  never  made  any  claim  to 
being  famous  for  the  story,  so 
far  as  I  ever  learned.  He  seems 
to  have  treated  the  thing  as  a 
joke,  a  joke  whose  secrecy  he 
relished.  (See  art,  page  14T.  my 


t\  there  were  but  two  kinds 
lifters  and  leaners.  In  other  l 
are  those  who  keep  giving  ou 
and  those  who  keep  tak- 
ing without  any  return. 
There  Is  nothing  that 
makes  life  so  much  worth 
while  as  to  give  en- 
couragement to  someone 
else.  To  Inspire  and  up- 
lift another  Inspires  and 
uplifts  oneself.  You  there- 
by give  and  get.  There  Is 
enrichment  all  around.  But 
that  one  who  merely  leans  upon  another  or 
tries  to  take  all  he  can  get  from  another 
shrinks  his  own  soul. 

A  very  good  motto  is  always  to  be  glad 
to  give  as  much  as  you  take.  The  greater 
joy  always  comes  from  giving,  from 
lifting  another. 

What  you  then  take  is  the  returning 
satisfaction  though  you  get  nothing  else 
In  return.  The  taker  and  leaner  get  no 
iuch  satisfaction. 

Nothing  counts  for  sue 
the  ability  to  stand  upon 
learning  to  be  resourceful,  and  acquiring 
the  habit  of  Initiative.     The  leaner  dis- 
cards such  things  and  so  he  remains  a 
leaner  paving  his  way  to  failure  lor  which 
he  blames  others  and  not  himself. 
History  tells  a  great  deal  about  lifters 


tlons.  Even  a  nation  cannot  long  lean  too 
much  upon  the  prosperity  of  another  na- 
tion, nor  indeed  upon  its  own  people,  nor 
can  that  nation  long  endure  in  greatness 
where  its  people  lean  too  much  upon  it. 

Much  is  written  and  talked  about  our 
forefathers  as  rugged  individuals.  They 
were  that,  but  even  more  they  were  people 
who  stood  on  their  own  legs,  asked  few 
favors  of  anyone,  minded  their  own  busi- 
ness, and  took  pride  In  their  free  Inde- 
pendence of  thought. 

They  were  men  and  women  of  character. 
They  leaned  upon  no  one.  They  planted 
seeds  in  this  weslcrn  world  that  flower  to 
this  day. 

Thank  God  the  leaners  are  in  the  minor- 
ity In  every  community.  I  can  think  of 
no  better  idea  to  present  to  the  young  of 
today  than  this:     Lift— don't  lean! 


Now  for  i 


sage. 


The    Neighbors 
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i  find  c 


By  George  Clark 


News  Our  Fathers 
And  Grandfathers  Read 

Feb.    12,   1951 


Fifteen  1>: 


Western   Star  Tops   Boxofflce! 

(To  be  sung  with  guitar  accompaniment 
to  a  medley  of  cowboy  tunes.) 
O  bury  me  not  on  a  double  bill 
*™      wrhere  the  bingo  fans  call  loud  and  shrill: 
Let  me  ride  Ol'  Paint  in  a  first-run  show, 
And  my  jingling  spurs  on  the  Alamo 
Will  sound  a  lot  like  the  customers'  dough 
As  it  tinkles  into  the  till. 
Yippi-yi-o-ki-yay. 

— Bill  Vaughan,  Kansas  City  Star. 


Ago  (1936) 
A  DROP  in  the  enrollment  in 
**■  elementary  schools,  due  to 
decreasing  birthrate  and  the 
economic  depression,  which  has 
been  notable  in  other  cities,  was 
reported  here  for  the  first  time 
yesterday  bv  Superintendent  J. 
G.  Collicott. 

Fifty  Years  Ago  (1801) 
Dr.  S.  S.  Palmer  of  Broad  St. 
Presbyterian  Church  stated 
that  the  church  approves  Gov- 
ernor Nash's  action  to  prevent 
the  Ruhlin- Jeffries  fight  in  Cin- 
cinnati. He  said  Ohio  must  be 
saved   from    this   iniquity    that 

A  Century  Ago  (1851) 
The  total  amount  of  coin  and 
gold  dust  cleared  at  the  Custom 
House,  San  Francisco,  from 
Sept.  1.  1849,  to  Dec.  13,  1850, 
was  531,060,000.  It  is  estimated 
that  the  amount  sent  during 
that  period  by  private  convey- 
ance will  nearly  equal  this 
amount — making  a  total  of  al- 
most 560,000,000. 


about  that  doctor  mentioned,  it 
might     give     the     story     some 
"legs."     I    know    the    Abraham 
Lincoln  Association  will  be  in- 
tensely interested  and  as  soon 
i  print  the  story.  I'll  send 
a  copy.    I  myself  am  in- 
trigued,   for  we  are  all  trying 
to  find  the  truth  about  Lincoln. 
ROBERT  S.  HARPER. 
Columbus. 


The   Contrast 


<Ebe  ^sifplirrb 


right 


Ete.  18:5 


The  old  man  asked,  "Are  you 
right  with  God?"  His  son  to 
the  guest  gave  a  pitying  nod  .  .  . 
A  lew  weeks  later  the  father  died 
.  ,  .  The  distinguished  guest  to 
.  And  brought 


i  for  t 


•  old  i 


"What  difference  will  it  make  to  us?  Your  boss  froze 
your  salary  about  12  years  ago." 


my  tear  ...  In  all  this  land  he 
stood  alone  .  .  .  Among  the  mBny 
whom  I  have  known  . . .  Each  too 
busy  in  gaming  his  goal  ...  To 
inquire. about  my  immortal  soul." 
JULIEN  C.  HYER 


1ITHILE  applauding  the  jury  that  found 
VV  Remington  guilty  of  perjury,  and  like- 
wise cheering  the  judge  who  gave  him  the 
works,  we  must  not  overlook  the  fact  that 
the  culprit  was  a  victim  of  circumstances.  In 
the  first  place  he  couldn't  be  blamed  for  try- 
ing to  conceal  the  fact  he  had  been  a  mem- 
ber of  the  Communist  party.  In  the  second 
place  if  he  had  much  training  in  the  ethics 
and  principles,  such  as  they  are,  of  that 
organization,  he  would  of  necessity  be  an 
accomplished  and  chronic  liar. 

No  alarm  has  been  noticed  over  the  re- 
port of  an  astronomer  that  a  ghost  planet, 
somewhere  out  there  in  the  unfenced  area 
of  space,  is  approaching  the  earth.  It  is 
presumed  it  is  merely  getting  in  position 


Announcement  by  the  Office  of  Price  Sta- 
bilization that  food  prices  probably  will  ad- 
vance another  five  per  cent  before  leveling 
off  has  the  consumers  wondering  whose  side 
the  OPS  is  on. 

The  observation  by  a  doctor  that  intel- 
ligent people  are  mort  apt  to  have  head- 
aches than  the  dumb,ones  wouldn't  be  much 
consolation  to  the  person  with  a  headache. 

It  is  little  short  of  miraculous  that  all 
those  sick  railroad  switchmen  suddenly  re- 
covered from  their  illness  without  taking 
Hadacol. 

The  man  who  boasts  of  his  life  being  an 
open  book  usually  has  a  lot  of  blankety- 

OVERHEARD  ON  THE  BUS:  "She  made 
a  mistake  going  horseback  riding  in  her 
bathing  suit." 

Business  Outlook 

War-Fear  Letdown  Has 
Bad   Economic   Effects 

By  J.  A.  LIVINGSTON 

THE  Korean  news  is  better.  Which  means 
that  the  domestic  news  is  worse.  You 
can  sense  the  psychological  letdown.  Once 
again  people — you  and  I — are  primarily  con- 
cerned with  getting  our  own  jobs  done,  lay- 
ing in  inventories  to  get  a 
big  profit  if  prices  rise, 
buying  now  to  avoid  scar- 
Manufacturers'  inven- 
tories, rising  fast,  are  at 
record  high,  in  spite  of  an 
8  per  cent  decline  in  ship- 
ments since  August.  And 
the  proposal  of  Secretary 
of  the  Treasury  Snyder  to 
boost  the  manufacturers'  Livingston 
excise  tax  on  autos  from  7  per  cent  to  20 
per  cent  and  on  television  and  other  elec- 
trical Items  from  10  per  cent  to  25  per  cent 
set  off  a  new  buying  rush, 

The  letup  in  war  tension  has  intensified 
the  trouble  of  Price  Stabilizer  Michael  V. 
DiSalle.  Consumers  are  not  particularly 
price-ceiling  conscious  and  are  so  busy  buy- 
ing that  they  don't  report  violations.  Di- 
Salle needs  hundreds  of  self-constituted  con- 
sumer vigilante  committees  if  he  is  to  suc- 


BUSINESS  men  are  dubious  too.  Adjust- 
ments are  still  to  be  worked  out.  Thus, 
the  OPS  has  anounced  that  prices  of  men's 
and  women's  clothing,  furniture,  house  fur- 
nishings, and  pots  and  pans  will  be  de- 
frosted. The  new  prices  will  permit  re- 
tailers to  adjust  prices  upward  sufficently 
to  yield  "normal"  profits. 

Labor  difficulties  also  reflect  the  domestic 
letdown.  One  union  has  asked  a  company 
to  disregard  the  Wage  Stabilization  Board 
freeze  and  grant  a  10  per  cent  increase. 
When  the  company  refused  because  of  the 
WSB  order,  the  union  threatened  to  strike. 

The  Wage  Stabilization  Board's  industry 
members  want  to  make  wage  policy  but 
don't  want  to  settle  disputes  between  unions 
and  management.  Yet  when  WSB  freezes 
wages  and  a  union  strikes  for  higher  pay, 
the  Board  has  to  resolve  the  Issue. 

Labor  argues  it's  left  out  of  the  defense 
setup.  No  representative  is  on  Charles 
E.  Wilson's  top  staff.  That's  true.  But 
where  could  Wilson  get  a  labor  representa- 
tive? The  CIO  would  want  its  man;  the 
AFL,  its;  John  L.  Lewis,  his. 

NOT  only  that,  but  a  really  high-rank 
union  official  is  unlikely  to  accept  a 
full-time  job.  A  union  official  is  elected. 
While  he's  away,  somebody  else  mght  get 
the  votes  and  his  job.  In  business  organiza- 
tions, when  a  hoard  of  directors  grants  a 
top  official  a  leave  of  absence,  usually  his 
job  holds  over. 

As  yet  defense  has  not  really  bitten  into 
the  civilian  economy.  Defense  outlays  run 
to  only  8  per  cent  of  the  country's  output 
of  goods  and  services.  The  pinch  will  begin 
in  April,  when  a  25  per  cent  to  40  per  cent 
cutback  in  steel  for  automobiles  and  electric 
appliances  is  to  take  effect. 

In  "December  and  January,  the  govern- 
ment collected  in  taxes  a  billion  dollars 
more  from  corporations  and  individuals  than 
it  spent.  Such  a  surplus  ought  to  be  de- 
flationary.   Yet  prices  rose. 

The  reason  Is  that  banks  have  added  to 
the  nation's  money  supply  more  than  taxes 
have  taken  away.  The  banks  accomplished 
this  through  the  sale  of  government  secur- 
ities to  the  Federal  Reserve  System. 

This  ought  to  warn  the  President  In- 
flation of  bank  credit  can  undo  his  pay-as- 
we-go  tax  program.  President  Truman  and 
Secretary  Snyder  arc  risking  just  that  when 
they  insist  that  the  Federal  Reserve  buy  all 
government  bonds  offered  at  fixed  prices. 
They  make  it  too  easy  for  banks  and  insur- 
ance companies  to  convert  government  se- 
curtics  into  cash  and  so  increase  the  supply 
of  money  chasing  a  diminishing  supply  of 
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THE  OHIO  STATE  UNIVERSITY 

Howard  L.  Bevis,  President 
COLUMBUS    lO 

DEPARTMENT  OF  GERMAN  April      U-  1951 


Dr.  Lovis  A.  Warren 

Lincoln  National  Life  Foundation 

Fort  Wayne,  Indiana 

Dear  Doctor  Warren: 

In  connection  with  my  work  on   a.  Dictionary  of  American 
Political  Language,  a  project  sponsored  by  the  Graduate  School 
of  The  Ohio  State  University,  I  ran  into  a  newspaper  item 
concerning  the  controversial  meeting  at  Mansfield,  Nov. 5,  18-52, 
that  is  said  to  have  been  the  first  to  nominate  Lincoln  for  the 
presidency.   I  enclose  an  article  from  the  Ohio  State  Journal 
of  Feb.  12,  1951,  in  which  I  called  attention  to  Dr.  Catlin 
of  Mansfield  and  later  of  Elyria,  Ohio,  who  was  named  in  my 
source  as  one  of  the  leading  participants  in  that  meeting. 

My  suggestion  that  any  information  concerning  this 
interesting,  but  until  now  entirely  unknown  man,  ought  to  be 
collected  and  made  publicly  available,  has  found  a  most  grati- 
fying response.   Mr.  Ossie  K.  Ramey,  a  professional  genealogist 
residing  in  this  city,  has  taken  up  the  problem  and  brought  to 
the  task  an  unusual  amount  of  energy  and  methodical  training. 
Already  now  he  has  been  able  to  unearth  and  put  beyond  doubt  a 
vast  amount  of  information  about  Dr.  Catlin,  who,  it  appears, 
was  not  only  an  active  politician  but  also  an  educator  of  renown. 
Among  other  things,  Mr.  Rarney  has  definitely  settled  the  question 
of  the  Mansfield,  meeting  by  discovering  a  note  in  the  Elyria 
Independent  Democrat  of  May  J>0 ,  1260,  which  reads: 

WHO  FIRST  NOMINATED  LINCOLN? 

We  think  we  can  answer  that  question. — in  the 
reeding  room  of  the  Wilder  House,  in  Mansfield, 
Richland  county,  on  an  evening  in  1#5£>  when  the 
news  was  received  that  the  Illinois  Legislature, 
disregarding  the  wishes  of  the  people  of  that 
Stste  as  expressed  by  a  majority  of  ^-,000  in  favor 
of  Lincoln,  had  re-elected  Douglas  to  the  Senate, 
were  gathered  a  bevy  of  good  Republicans,  including 
Judge  Granger,  J.  Cook,  Dr.  W.C.  Catlin  and  others. 
The  gallant  fight  Lincoln  had  made  in  Illinois, 
his  victory,  in  fact,  over  Douglas  and  the  iniquity 
that  had  cheated  him  out  of  his  sea.t  in  the  Senate 
were  discussed,  and  a  meeting  organized  on  the  soot 
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and  a  nomination  made  of  Abraham  Lincoln  for  the 
Presidency.   This  was  telegraphed  to  the  Sandusky 
Register  and  appeared!  in  that  paper,  and  if  our 
memory  serves  us  right,  the  Mansfield  Herald  rather 
rebuked  the  movement  as  premature  and  inconsiderate. 

Therefore  we  claim  that  Lincoln's  first  nomi- 
nation came  from  the  Richland  county  Republicans 
in  conclave  assembled  at  Mansfield.  -  Cleve. Herald 

Furthermore  on   a  visit  to  New  Carlisle,  Ohio,  where  Dr. 
Catlin  died  in  lg$6,  Mr.  Ramey  found,  his  memory  still  alive  end 
ascertained  that  there  is  an  oral  tradition  that  Catlin  was 
personally  acquainted  with  Abraham  Lincoln.   He  (Ramey)  is  also 
hot  on  the  trail  of  papers  left  by  Dr.  Catlin.   An  investigation 
into  the  lives  and  activities  of  Cook  and  G-ranger,  mentioned 
in  the  above  paragraph,  also  looks  promising. 

However,  the  expenses  connected  with  this  investigation, 
which  already  now  has  made  trips  to  Elyria,  Cleveland,  and  New 
Carlisle  necessary,  are  beginning  to  accumulate  in  a  way  that 
threatens  to  interfere  with  its  successful  progress.   I  would, 
therefore,  like  to  ask  you  on   behalf  of  Mr.  Ramey  whether  your 
foundation  is  in  a  position  and  willing  to  underwrite  the 
necessary  expenses.   According  to  his  preliminary  estimate, 
$200  ought  to  suffice. 

I  want  to  add  that  I  have  learned  to  consider  Mr.  Ramey  a 
most  reliable  and  exceptionally  oxuick  worker,  and  I  feel  that 
the  results  would,  more  than  justify  the  expenditure.   In  case 
further  references  should  be  desired,  they  may  be  procured  from 
C.P.  McClellan,  Probate  Judge,  Franklin  County,  Ohio. 

Very  sincerely, 

Hans  Sperber 
Professor  of  G-ermanic  Languages 
HS/as 


OUR  READERS  SPEAK 


Editor  Ohio  State  Journal: 
IN  The  Ohio  State  Journal  of 
A  Feb.  12,  I  called  public  at- 
tention to  Dr.  Catlin  of  Elyria 
and  the  role  he  may  have  played 
as  one  of  the  earliest  promoters 
of  the  "Lincoln  for  'President" 
movement  in  Ohio.  At  that  time, 
I  had  no  suspicion  that  this  sug- 
gestion might  lead  to  early  and 
reliable  information  about  the 
life  and  personality  of  an  inter- 
esting Ohioan,  and  least  of  all 
did  I  expect  that  it  would  give 
me  a  chance  to  observe  at  close 
range  the  mechanism  of  meth- 
ods of  detection  such  as  one 
would  rarely  find  outside  of 
mystery  stories;  yet  such  is  the 
case. 

Following  the.  slight  clue 
given  in  my  article,  Mr.  Ossie 
K.  Ramey  has  decided  to  devote 
his  historical  training  and  his 
professional  facilities  to  the 
quest  for  Dr.  Catlin.  Mr. 
Ramey's  regular  business  is 
probate  research,  particularly 
locating  and  identifying  miss- 
ing heirs.  This  type  of  work 
brings  him  into  constant  con- 
tact with  court  records,  early 
newspapers,  and  other  rqcords, 
and  besides  necessitates  an 
amount  of  thoroughness  and 
exactitude  not  easily  surpassed 
in  any  field  of  humanistic 
scholarship. 

As  the  result  of  Mr.  Ramey's 


Of  Lincoln  for  President,  Uncovere 


v  '-  ■  v  , 
investigation,  Dr.  Catlin,  who 
just  three  weeks  ago  was  only  a 
name  to  us,  stands  out  as  a  man 
whose  life  we  can  follow  from 
the  year  of  his  birth,  1818,  to 
his  death,  1886,  and  as  one  who 
made  his  influence  felt  wher- 
ever he  lived.  From  1855  to 
1858,  he  was  superintendent  of 
Mansfield  public  schools.  From 
1858  to  1862,  he  held  a  similar 
position  in  Elyria,   O. 

During  all  these  years  and 
later  he  was  also  very  active  as 
a  contributor  to  various  news- 
papers   and    presumably    as    a 


medical  man.  All  this  and  much 
more  is  evidenced  in  black  and 
white,  and  even  the  tombstone 
of  Dr.  Catlin  has  been  located. 
Your  readers  will  remember 
that  the  whole  question  started 
with  the  discovery  of  a  little 
item  in  The  Cleveland  Herald 
of  Nov.  23,  I860,  that  named  Dr. 
Catlin  as  participant  in  a  meet- 
ing in  Mansfield,  Nov.  5,  1858, 
at  which  the  name  of  Abraham 
Lincoln  was  put  into  nomina- 
tion for  the  presidency.  It  has 
been  doubted  that  such  a  meet- 
ing ever  took  place,  and  promU 
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nent  Lincoln  experts  like  Earl 
VV.  Wiley,  and  Robert  S.  Har- 
per of  this  city,  are  still  inclined 
to  consider  this  whole  story  as 
a  hoax. 

Mr.  Ramey's  investigation, 
however,  has  brought  out  one 
point  that  seems  to  show  that 
the  informant  of  The  Cleveland 

-  Herald  knew  what  he  was  talk- 
ing about.  He  states  that  the 
meeting  in  question  took  place 
at  the  Wiler  House  in  Mans- 
field, and  it  now  turns  out  that 
in  1858  Dr.  Catlin  was  a  resi- 
dent of  this  very  place. 

This  may  serve  to  keep  those 
of  your  readers  who  may  be  in- 
terested in  the  question  abreast 
of  the  investigation  in  progress. 
Mr.  Ramey  is  continuing  his 
work  and  without  being  too  op- 
timistic one  may  venture  to  say 

!  that  the  chances  of  discovering 

i  authentic  evidence  in  regard  to 
Dr.  Catlin,  as  one  of  the  origi- 

I  nators  of  the  "Lincoln  Boom," 
look  much  brighter  today  than 
they  did  a  few  weeks  ago. 

HANS  SPERBER. 
Columbus. 


TJ 


April  16,  1951 


Rr»  Hono  Sperber 
Dopart&sat  of  Gerunn 
lbs  Ohio  State  University 
CqluBtous  10,  Ohio 

Dear  Br*  Sperbert 

I  have  enjoyed  reading  tremendously  the  results 
of  your  investigations  in  Ohio  shout  the  Bre.  Catlin  tradition. 
I  feel  that  it  will  be  ia^ossible  for  ue  to  na2&»  any  appropria- 
tions for  such  investigations  ae  you  propose. 

The  Foundation  is  not  in  possession  if  any  funds 
for  such  work  which  would  coae  uafter  the  bracket  of  additional 
salary  as  there  is  no  appropriations  for  special  research  work 
and  would  involve  a  departure  from  snare  then  23  years  of  operation. 

Us  are  of  course  very  sympathetic  toward  the  work  and 
regret  that  Ohio  State  University  does  not  have  seas  provision 
for  this  type  of  historical  research*  Thank  you  very  much  for 
Baking  available  information  of  this  interesting  project, 

ffcry  truly  yotrs, 


Di  ector 
XAVtJK 
L.  A.  Warren 


